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SUBJ: VOA TREATMENT OE US-FRENCH JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

1. GVN OEEICIALS HAVE POINTED OUT TO US THAT VOA VIETNAMESE 
LANGUAGE BROADCAST AT 6:30 AM DEC 17 SAIGON TIME, IN A BRIEF 
PARAPHRASE OE THE US-ERENCH COMMUNIQUE’S STATEMENTS ON INDOCHINA, 
STATED THAT TWO PRESIDENTS HAD EXPRESSED HOPE CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM 
WOULD "EOLLOW THE EXAMPLE" (THEO GUONG) OE LAOS. (WE HEARD SAME ON 
VOA ENGLISH BROADCAST.) OEFICIALS ASKED WHETHER THIS 

IMPLIED US NOW EAVORED COALITION POLITICAL SOLUTION EOR VIETNAM. 

WE STRONGLY DENIED ANY SUCH IMPLICATION, POINTED OUT WORD 
"EXAMPLE" DID NOT APPEAR IN COMMUNIQUE, AND THAT WORD 
"FOLLOWING" IN COMMUNIQUE MEANT SIMPLY LATER IN TIME. 

2. WE ARE ALSO TELLING GVN OFEICIALS THAT LANGUAGE IN 
COMMUNIQUE IS CLEARLY INTENDED TO BE SUPPORTIVE OE 

GVN INITIATIVE TO INDUCE COMMUNISTS TO END BOYCOTT AND RETURN 
TO NEGOTIATING TABLE. 

MARTIN 
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